


Articulation (speech sounds)

The following are developmental ages for mastery for speech sounds. Some sound substitutions are appropriate for age/grade. If there is a substitution/distortion of a sound, but it does not impact learning, communication, understanding, or socializing, it is not an adverse affect.

	Age/Grade
	Sounds
	Phonological Processes

	Age 3

Pre-K & E.C.
	P  B  M  N  W  H vowels,

diphthongs (such as “oy”)
	Initial and final consonant omissions

Stridents (Stopping)

Glottals

	Age 4

Pre-K & E.C.
	K  G  T  D  NG  Y
	Fronting, Backing, Consonant Sequences (with one earlier process)

	Age 5

Kindergarten
	F
	Liquids (with another process)

	Age 6

First Grade
	V  L
	

	Age 7

Second Grade
	S  Z  SH  CH  J  ZH  R  HW  TH
	


Fluency

Sometimes a student has difficulty with expressive communication by repeating words, repeating the first sound or syllable of a word, using interjections of “um, ah, ugh”, or displays general difficulty “getting the word out”.  Please consider adverse affect before referring.

Voice

Students who display noticeable hoarseness, occasional loss of voice, inappropriate volume/pitch or displays a nasal or denasal (sounds like he/she has a cold all the time) quality may have a medical condition causing inappropriate vocalizations. Please consider adverse affect before referring.

Language 
· Difficulty seeing relationships, categorizing, classifying

· Difficulty in sequencing ideas and events in relation to time

· Difficulty in following a series of commands

· Use of brief responses rather than complete sentences

· Incorrect usage of grammar (appropriate for the environment)

· Misnaming or difficulty in word finding

· Difficulty in using or interpreting question forms

· Irrelevant or slow responses

· Difficulty in following oral and written directions

· Reduced comprehension of basic concepts and/or vocabulary

· Incorrect word order in sentences 

· Difficulty with rote memory tasks

· Difficulty with “social” language ie..eye contact, use of appropriate conversation rules, asking questions to get information, making appropriate comments etc.

IF THESE SPEECH/LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES IMPACT LEARNING, COMMUNICATING UNDERSTANDING, OR SOCIALIZING, PLEASE DOCUMENT & SEND PARENT SCREENING LETTER.

