DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY

Developmental delay means one or more disabilities as defined in this section for children aged 3-5 experiencing delay in at least one of the following areas: physical development, cognitive development, communication development, social and emotional development, or adaptive development.  By reason thereof, the child requires special education and related services.

· A student may be identified as developmentally delayed when he or she demonstrates delays of 25% or greater
 in two or more of the following areas of development: cognitive, motor, social/adaptive, perceptual, and/or communication.

· A student may not be identified as developmentally delayed if the delay(s) can be primarily attributed to a specific learning disability, an emotional disability, mental impairment, speech/language impairment, vision impairment, hearing impairment, or other disabling condition under IDEA.

· A student may not be identified as developmentally delayed if the delays are primarily the result of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage.

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

Hearing
Hearing Screening or Audiological Assessment



Physical Development

Cognitive Development

Adaptive Behavior


Stanford-Binet Intelligence Test

Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence

Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scale 

Developmental Profile 

Verbal/nonverbal communication
Speech/Language 

· Score must be at least 1 standard deviation below the mean on the total language score of the Preschool Language Scale

Developmental History

Social/emotional development


· Burk’s Behavior Rating Scale – child demonstrates a pattern of significant or very significant behaviors

· Behavior Disorders Identification Scale 

Motor Development
Medical documentation of significant structural abnormalities

Significant deviation from accepted norms on test of motor development



Observation
Clinical evaluation instruments or observation



� On standardized tests, a delay of 25% or greater is at least 1 ½ standard deviations from the age norm.  





