MENTAL IMPAIRMENTS

Mental impairment means significantly sub average intellectual functioning, existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  The student’s cognitive ability and adaptive behavior are not primarily caused by visual or auditory deficits, motor deficits, emotional disability, learning disability, or environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage.

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

Hearing and Vision

Sensory abilities
Hearing Screening or Audiological Assessment

Vision Screening



Intellectual functioning


Psychological

Educational performance

Life functioning

Educational resources required

Behavior
Educational/Developmental (including teacher narratives, classroom observation and grades)

Speech/Language

Behavioral assessment



Adaptive behavior and skills

Developmental history


Social Developmental Study 

Standardized measures of adaptive behavior

Mild Impairment (EMH)

Students who have a mild impairment demonstrate a reduced rate of intellectual development and a level of academic achievement below that of their age peers.  The concurrently demonstrate deficits in adaptive behavior, including significant limitations in two or more of the following areas: communication, self-care, home living, social skills, community use, self-direction, health and safety, and leisure.

Specifically:

· Performance on an appropriate, individually administered intelligence measure falls between two and three standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below the age-appropriate norms.  IQ scores below 70 points, in the range of 69-55 are considered to be in the mild range.

· Academic achievement is below age-appropriate norms in the basic skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, or where norms are not available, deviate from the performance of their age peers.

· Critical deviations noted in cognitive functioning and academic achievement shall not be the result of sensory, environmental, or emotional deficits which would best be addressed in other programs.

· Performance on an adaptive skill assessment instrument falls between two and three standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below age-appropriate norms.

Moderate Impairment (TMH)
Students who have moderate mental impairments demonstrate difficulty in acquiring necessary skills due to a substantially reduced rate of intellectual development.  They concurrently demonstrate deficits in adaptive behavior. Specifically:

· Performance on an appropriate, individually administered intelligence measure falls three to four standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below the age-appropriate norms.  IQ scores in the range of 54-35 are considered to be in the moderate range.

· Academic achievement is significantly below age-appropriate norms in the basic skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, or where norms are not available, markedly deviate from the performance of their age peers.

· Critical deviations noted in cognitive functioning and academic achievement shall not be the result of sensory, environmental, or emotional deficits that would best be addressed in other programs.

· Performance on an adaptive skill assessment instrument falls between three and four standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below age-appropriate norms.

Severe/Profound Mental Impairment

· Performance on an appropriate, individually administered intelligence measure falls four or more standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below the age-appropriate norms (ranges are between 34-20 IQ points for severe and below 20 IQ points for profound), and/or 

· Exhibit two or more severe disabilities (i.e., sensory, physical, behavior). 

· Performance on an adaptive skill assessment instrument falls below four standard deviation units (plus or minus the standard error of measurement) below age-appropriate norms.

· Students with severe physical, sensory, or behavioral disabilities do not need to be given additional disability labels (i.e., SD/OHI, SD/BD) given the parameters of the definition.

Measures of adaptive behavior

· The adaptive behavior measures should reflect significant limitations in two or more of the following areas: communication, self-care, home living, social skills, community use, self-direction, health and safety, and leisure.  

· It would be expected that students being considered for mild mental impairment (EMH) will have adaptive scores between 50-70.  For moderate mental impairment (TMH), the scores should usually fall between 35-55.  However, all available information should be considered when making a determination.

· It is possible for children to be found eligible as a student with a mild mental impairment when their academic performance is slightly higher and the adaptive behavior measures and intelligence measures fall within the mental impairment range.  High splinter skills should not negate the preponderance of evidence supporting the MI label.  Students with this disability often have much higher scores in reading fluency, while their reading comprehension score would be much lower.

· At least one formal measure of adaptive behavior should be used.  It is also useful to gather evidence for deficits in adaptive functioning from one or more reliable independent sources (i.e., teacher narratives, educational, developmental, and medical evaluations).  Additional information obtained in a teacher narrative or a social case history may be helpful in explaining atypical scores on a more formal measure.

