MULTIPLE IMPAIRMENTS

Multiple impairments means two or more impairments at the same time (for example, mental impairment-blindness, mental impairment-orthopedic impairment), the combination of which causes such severe educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for one of the impairments.  The term does not include deaf-blindness.

Additional Information:

The determination of multiple impairments is a complex one.  Students with multiple disabilities are those students with at least two distinct disabilities who may require services from a number of individuals and programs.  The term should not be used for students for whom special education services are deemed helpful, but who do not qualify under the existing disability guidelines.

1. When do you use multiple labels versus the MI label?

Multiple labels should be used when the child can be found eligible under separate labels and the educational needs of the child can be addressed in one primary program, with additional itinerant and related services.  The term MI should be reserved for use with those students who have multiple identified impairments so severe that educational programming may be quite complicated.  For example, a student who has a mental impairment, severe asthma, and mild cerebral palsy might be considered MI, OHI, and OI.  This student could likely be served in an EMH class, with itinerant services from the physical or occupational therapist.  In contrast, a student with a mental impairment who is legally blind and has been diagnosed with cancer might be considered as a student with multiple impairments due to the severity of the disabilities and his or her unique programming needs.

2. If a child demonstrates multiple educational problems (i.e., behavior disorder, ADHD, processing deficits, allergies, is a slow learner….) but does not qualify under any existing disability guidelines, can this child be given the label of Multiple Impairment?

No.  A student must qualify under at least two substantial identifiable impairments before being considered for the Multiple Impairments label.

3. How many disabilities/impairments does a child need to demonstrate to be labeled Multiple Impairments?

At a minimum, the child must demonstrate two identifiable disabilities or impairments that cause severe educational problems.

4. Which classes serve students with multiple impairments?

The IEP team determines which programs or services are needed to meet the unique needs of the student with multiple impairments.

5. Once a student is labeled as MI, do they always remain MI?

No. A child’s educational functioning can change for any number of reasons.  Therefore, it is critical at each reevaluation to determine whether there continues to be at least two distinct disabilities under which the student qualifies, and whether the educational problems continue to be so severe that the student’s needs cannot primarily be met in a class for one of the identified disabilities.

