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The parents of students receiving special education services will soon have another resource at their fingertips.  A Parent Resource Center is in the works.  It will be located at Renfro School.  There will be books, videos and magazines that the parents can check out.  There will be a computer with software programs that the parents can use to make materials for use at home.  Monthly meetings will be organized with speakers.  Also, many parents have asked for support groups or to meet other parents that have children with similar disabilities.  

We need your help.  If you have any magazines that you have finished reading and would like to donate, please drop them off at the Special Ed office.  If you have any furniture or anything that you may like to donate, please let us know.  Also, if you have any parents that may be a good resource or would like to volunteer, send them our way.  We can use all of the help we can get. 

If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Moore at cmoore4@kahoks.org or Kristin Korte at kkorte1@kahoks.org 

Thanks for your support! 

If you know someone that needs to be recognized for their achievements in education please email kkorte1@kahoks.org with the information




You can still order a shirt with the Special Education Logo designed by our very own Janean Friedman.

If you would like to order a shirt, please email the information to kkorte1@kahoks.org. 

Polos:

 The Polos come in various colors.  They are available in long or short sleeve.  Also they can be ordered in men’s or woman’s sizes.  

Short sleeve: $21.00

Long sleeve: $22.00  

Henleys:

The Henleys only come in red, white, royal, navy and ash. 

Short sleeve: $ 19.50

Long sleeve: $21.00

Denim:

Long sleeve: $21.00

Jackets:

¼ zip Pullover Jacket    $29.00

Full Zip Jacket               $43.00
Bags:

If you would like a bag with our logo on it, let me know what size and type.  The prices vary. 
Sew Only:

If you have something that you would like the Special Education Logo embroidered on, the cost is $9.00.  You need to bring this to Kristin at the Special Education Office with your name attached to it and your payment. 

For XXL please add $2.00 to the price

How to Order: Contact Kristin at kkorte1@kahoks.org
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Visual Schedules





     We all know that there are different learning styles.  The best practice of teaching is to incorporate different modalities into your everyday classroom activities.  Since many of our students are visual learners, programming your classroom to provide visual guidance for students makes sense. Visual schedules are a system of organizing the student’s day while incorporating their level of ability and personal motivators.  The students know what is expected of them during the day and what to expect – this helps them feel that they have control over the day.  


     There are many different types of visual schedules.  They can be horizontal or vertical, large or small; it just depends on what you expect to accomplish with a visual schedule.  It can be secured to a wall or bulletin board or even to the student’s desk.  You can have a schedule for the day (classroom) and each student can have his or her own schedule. 


     A way for the students to take ownership of their schedule is to have their picture on the visual schedule.  Every building has a digital camera, computer and printer for you to use to start making the schedules.  Many teachers use Mayer-Johnson’s Boardmaker software for the pictures for the visual schedule or they will take pictures of the student actually performing the task.  


     Many teachers already use visual schedules.  The have seen that it naturally reinforces appropriate classroom behaviors.  The students know what is expected of them and what will be coming next in their daily schedule.  This also helps the students that may have trouble with transitions during the day.  Many students become very proud of their ability to follow their individual schedule.  If you are interested in finding out more about visual schedules, you can check out materials from the special education office’s professional library.  You can also find websites with information on visual schedules, such as Mayer-Johnson or Boardmaker.  You can find excellent information on visual schedules at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cesa7.k12.wi.us/sped/autism/structure/str11.htm" ��http://www.cesa7.k12.wi.us/sped/autism/structure/str11.htm�.





Happy creating!


                                                     Tina



































Collinsville Middle School-Case Manager-Jana Wohlrab





CMS staff and students successfully finished their first trimester on November 12th.  The students started their second exploratory class on the 15th and have adjusted well to their new schedule.  Teams are busy with fundraising events and community projects such as recycling and the collection of used cell phones and accessories.  Annual reviews continue to take place every Thursday, with April 14th being our projected completion date. We continue to enroll new 7th and 8th graders, with our latest count of students with IEPs being 156.  We are all looking forward to X-mas and the X-mas break (even with the short amount of time off)!  HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY!!


                   -Jana
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Art Education


� HYPERLINK "http://grove.ufl.edu/~rolandc/arted.html" ��http://grove.ufl.edu/~rolandc/arted.html�


This website has ideas and lessons on how to incorporate art through the curriculum. For those that teach Ancient Egypt, there is a special section on this website just for you. 





The Future of  Children


� HYPERLINK "http://www.futureofchildren.org/" ��http://www.futureofchildren.org/�


This website has articles that you can read about the future of our children.  There are many interesting articles about children of migrant families and children in foster care.  





Xpeditions


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/" ��http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/�


National Geographic has compiled lessons and activities that you can use in your classroom.  One of the featured activities on the site is a Lewis and Clark activity.  You should find some ideas at this website to spice up your own lessons.  





Boggles World


� HYPERLINK "http://bogglesworld.com/holidays.htm" ��http://bogglesworld.com/holidays.htm�


Are you looking for different worksheets to use with your students?  This website has many to choose from.





Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators


� HYPERLINK "http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/index.html" ��http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/index.html�


This is one of the best websites on the internet.  There are many links and resources for just about every teacher’s needs. 





Teacher Freebies


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev107.shtml" ��http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev107.shtml�


Every teacher loves freebies.  Check out this page to see if there is anything that you can use for your classroom.




















































































































�It is the supreme art of the teacher �to awaken joy in creative expression �and knowledge 





�Albert Einstein
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Congratulations to Nina Maddox


2004 Emerson Award Winner





Special Education Newsletter





Collinsville High School- Case Manager-Kathy Ritchie


     Remind all parents that the second semester ends on January 14, 2005.   Report cards for the second semester will be mailed towards the end of January.  If they need to know your son/daughters grades before then call Kathi Ritchie at 346�6320 ext. 1150/1151. 





     Registration for the 2005�06 school year will begin the last week in January and continue through March.  The guidance department will have evening hours during the month of March to complete registration with the incoming freshman.  All current students will be able to register for the 2005�06 school year during school hours.  All 9th and 10th grade students currently attending the high school will have received their Explore and Plan test results before registration.  You may want to encourage parents to review the academic scores and interest inventory/career results before he/she registers.  This information will help the students better plan for their future classes.


                    -Kathi





Websites for December
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Elementary Schools-Case Manager-Kristin Korte



































Collinsville Intermediate School CIS–Case Manager-DJ Masters





















































Happy Holidays from Collinsville Intermediate School.


     We have many exciting things happening.  We recently have a canned food drive that netted in excess of 2000 items that were donated to local charitable organizations and a coat drive to provide students and families with much needed outerwear for the approaching cold weather.  


     Our Annual reviews have been going very well.  The ongoing communication between school personnel and staff and the fact that the SED staff is sending home the proposed goals and objectives three days prior to the scheduled meetings have boosted attendance and set the tone for positive interactions with parents.  We currently have an 83% parent attendance rate at our Annual Reviews.


     The SED Staff at CIS are working very hard implementing new initiatives and program modifications that are designed to enhance and improve our service delivery to students with special needs. 


      We would like to welcome Mrs. Nancy Johnson.  She will join our SED as an assistant to Mr. Chad Schlosser in the 6th grade cross-categorical self-contained classroom.  We would also like to Welcome back Ms. Karen Leskera – CIS Social Worker.  Karen has been out after an emergency appendectomy.  She has been sorely missed and we are very thankful to have her back.  


       -DJ
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Free CDs


Recently BMG Music Company lost a lawsuit.  To reconcile their wrongs, BMG had to distribute free music CD’s to be used in an educational way. I have 56 CD’s in my office.  They range from classical to modern.  If you would like to have some CD’s for your classroom, please stop by the special ed office. They will be distributed on first come basis.  Remember they need to be used in an education way.  Some ideas are to play during silent reading or just as soothing background music as the students are working.  
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Upcoming Events


January ?? Kurzweil Training





























     Happy Holidays to everyone!  Here it is the end of the first semester. Can you believe it??? Everyone has done a great job of getting their re-evaluation packets to the psychologists.  This is a great help.  We only need to have one meeting this way instead of two.  I know that time is valuable for everyone.  I really appreciate everyone being on top of their paperwork.  


     We will start to get busier this next semester.  Subs will continue to be provided for the special education and regular education teachers.  We have annual reviews scheduled back to back.  There are only 30 minutes scheduled for each annual review.  For re-eval meetings there is 1 hour scheduled.  


     Remember that you must have 3 documented attempts to see if the parents will attend the meeting.  The first attempt can be the letter the special ed office sends to the parents.  If you do not get a response, you can call or send another note home to the parents.  If you do not get a response, that needs to be documented.


Have a great holiday season!


       -Kristin
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Outcomes


Participants will :


• learn strategies for incorporating AAC into the classroom.


• learn strategies on how to increase the natural use of communication devices


• learn strategies on identifying social partners to facilitate communication, and improving literacy opportunities for non-speaking students





How do I sign up?


Fee is $5. for Coalition Member. $165 for non-member. Please send this completed form & check payable to UCP.   Mail to:


Peggy Childs, UCP/Infinitec


160 N. Wacker Drive


Chicago, IL 60606


FAX: 312/368-0018


Phone: 312/368-0380,


ext.245  Debra or ext. 228 Peggy





This program qualifies for CPDUs through ISBE and


CEs for SLPs, PTs, OTs and SW through IDPR





				S Walser 3-3





We’re on the Web!


http://www.kahoks.org/CUSD/Special_Education/index.htm





Look Whose Talking Now


Facilitated by: Paula Walser, Assistive Technology Consultant and Trainer











Parent Resource Center



































Thursday, March 3, 2005


8:30AM REGISTRATION


9:00am – 3:00pm


Collinsville Unit 10-Annex Building


123 West Clay Street


Collinsville, Il. 62234


618.34.6.6240





Reserved for So. Il. Infinitec AT Coalition agencies:


Bethalto #8, Cahokia Area Jt. Agmt., Collinsville #10, Franklin-Jefferson County, JAMP, Madison-Region I, Perandoe Special Ed District





Who Should Attend?


This session is designed for educators, SLPs, OTs, PTs, AT Specialists,  Social Workers, assistants, administrators & parents 





What Is It?


This workshop will focus on increasing functional use of


augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) within the classroom.  Research has demonstrated that AAC users  rarely use their displays and or devices, are typically respondents and not initiators and are able to communicate using only a limited range of functions.  This workshop will focus on increasing natural use of communication devices, identifying social partners to facilitate communication, and improving literacy opportunities for non-speaking students.
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K. Korte 12/2004


