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You can still order a shirt with the Special Education Logo designed by our very own Janean Friedman.

If you would like to order a shirt, please email the information to kkorte1@kahoks.org. 

Polos:

 The Polos come in various colors.  They are available in long or short sleeve.  Also they can be ordered in men’s or woman’s sizes.  

Short sleeve: $21.00

Long sleeve: $22.00  

Henleys:

The Henleys only come in red, white, royal, navy and ash. 

Short sleeve: $ 19.50

Long sleeve: $21.00

Denim:

Long sleeve: $21.00

Jackets:

¼ zip Pullover Jacket    $29.00

Full Zip Jacket               $43.00
Bags:

If you would like a bag with our logo on it, let me know what size and type.  The prices vary. 
Sew Only:

If you have something that you would like the Special Education Logo embroidered on, the cost is $9.00.  You need to bring this to Kristin at the Special Education Office with your name attached to it and your payment. 

For XXL please add $2.00 to the price

How to Order: Contact Kristin at kkorte1@kahoks.org
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The new IDEIA and Highly Qualified Special Education Teachers





We will be spending our summer interpreting and implementing the regulations from the new Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA).  The law technically goes into effect July 1.  One issue of major concern is the interpretation of highly qualified special education teachers.





According to the new IDEIA, special education teachers who provide instruction in core academic subjects must have a degree in special education and must also have an academic degree in the core academic subjects they teach by the end of the 2005-2006 school year OR they must show competency in the subject matter area.





For veteran elementary special education teachers, this means that in addition to holding at least a Bachelor’s degree and being fully certified in special education, they must also demonstrate subject matter competency in the subjects they teach.  States are allowed to accomplish this through something called HOUSSE (High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation procedures.  Translation – this means that you will have to pass a test of competency in core subject areas.  To my knowledge, Illinois is currently in the process of developing this test.  





If you are a new elementary special education teacher, you must pass HOUSSE or be certified in core areas (i.e., elementary education) upon graduation.  It is not clear whether or not the current state test will be used as the HOUSSE at this time.  





School districts will be able to hire special educators who aren’t highly qualified in core areas as long as they are filling positions that don’t require them to be highly qualified in the subject matter.  An example of this would be co-teaching where the general education teacher teaches the core subject matter and the special education teacher reinforces the concepts or teaches accompanying study skills or provides consultation to the general education teacher in modifying materials and instruction.





Secondary special education teachers must be certified in any core areas they teach, including English, mathematics, science and social studies.  The same exemption I outlined in the previous paragraph applies to this group.





I look for further clarification and guidance to come from the ISBE this summer.  Just remember:  don’t panic!!  We are all in this together!


Tina






































Collinsville Middle School-Case Manager-Jana Wohlrab





We are getting ready to end our 2nd trimester at CMS on February 16th, and will begin our 3rd, and final, trimester on the 17th.  The students seem to be enjoying the added electives of keyboarding and health this year.  We are continuing to have good parent participation in our weekly annual review meetings, and are anticipating having them all completed by early April. Our PTSA is had a "Trivia Night" fundraiser on February 26th at the VFW.  It was a huge success. On April 5th the Junior Rolling Rams Wheelchair Basketball Team will be competing against CMS staff (they will also be in wheelchairs). Along with the fundraiser basketball game, there will be a silent auction and raffle.   Please come out and support this worthy cause. All proceeds go to the St. Louis Jr. Rolling Rams team to offset travel expenses.  The team members range in age from n6-17.


-Jana
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Illinois Assistive Technology Project 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iltech.org/index.html" ��http://www.iltech.org/index.html�


The state of Illinois has its own Assistive Technology project.  This website has many great links for assistive technology on the “links” page.  Under “Publications” there are links to different newsletters and articles on technology.





Thirteen ed-online


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/" ��http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/�


This website has tons of lesson plans and professional development ideas.  There is a great section on Webquests.  This month the website is focusing on Black History. It also has a free newsletter that you can sign up for. 





Blue Web’n


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn/" ��http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn/�


This website lists over 2000 websites.  You can search the websites by content area, grade level or subject area.  Each week, 5 new websites are added to the site. 





Science Master


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencemaster.com/" ��http://www.sciencemaster.com/�


Do you need some more ideas for science?  This website may have what you are looking for.  It has articles, free stuff and links to other resources. 























































































































Many things can wait. Children cannot. Today their bones are being formed, their blood is being made, their senses are being developed. To them we cannot say "tomorrow." Their name is today. 








Gabriela Mistral (Chilean teacher 1899 - 1957)�
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Collinsville High School- Case Manager-Kathy Ritchie





Registration for 8th graders will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm on March 1,8, 14, and 15.  Registration activities are currently taking place for current 9th� 11th grades.  Class request sheets will be mailed to parents before the end of the school year.








All current seniors have been invited to attend the Special Services workshop at Southwestern Illinois College on March 9th.  Please contact Mrs. Ritchie or Mrs. Rasp if you need more information about this.








Prairie State Achievement Exam will be April 26th and 27th for all current 11th graders.


-Kathi
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Elementary Schools-Case Manager-Kristin Korte



































Collinsville Intermediate School CIS–Case Manager-DJ Masters





















































Things are going very well at CIS.  Our staff and students are preparing for the ISAT and MAP tests.  Since there was not much new to share this month I thought since Spring is right around the corner and “Spring Fever” will be soon afflicting a majority of our students that I would include some useful information for effectively managing student behavior.


Characteristics of Effective Behavior Managers Part 1 (Part 2 next month)


Behavior usually occurs for the following reasons:  to avoid, to control, to gain something (such as attention or removal from class) or as a result of a precipitating factor or event.  Therefore….��Effective behavior managers:


Respect their own strengths and weaknesses as seriously as those of their students. 


Understand that social-emotional growth is a never-ending process. 


Clearly communicate rules, goals, and expectations. 


Respond to behaviors consistently and predictably. 


Discriminate between issues of responsibility and problem ownership. 


Exhibit high degrees of empathy and self-efficacy. 


Behaviors teachers exhibit that contribute to successful classroom management include: 


having materials organized 


using a pleasant tone of voice 


being aware of multiple elements of group functioning simultaneously 


being able to anticipate possible problems and react quickly to avoid them.


-DJ
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Free CDs


I still have some free CD’s for your classroom.  If you are interested in getting some classical CD’s for your classroom, stop by the special education office to pick them up.







































































Shirts





























On February 23rd, the Annual Dinofest came to Hollywood Heights.  There were many activities for students, parents, visitors and guests to enjoy.  There were dinosaur Power Points, you could put together dinosaur bones and learn about dinosaurs.  Everyone had a great time! If your classroom is doing something interesting, please email pictures to kkorte1@kahoks.org.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.unitten.org/Moore_Cindy/dino/festphotos2/images/IMG_0008.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.unitten.org/Moore_Cindy/dino/festphotos2/images/IMG_0004.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.unitten.org/Moore_Cindy/dino/festphotos2/images/IMG_0007.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


The end of the year is quickly approaching.  If you have a student that has a re-eval due, that packet needed to be at the special ed office by now.  If it is not, send it in immediately.   The annual reviews have been going smoothly.  Thanks for being prepared for every meeting!


       -Kristin
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We’re on the Web!


http://www.kahoks.org/CUSD/Special_Education/index.htm
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