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·  Communicate the limits. This should be done when you and your teen are not at odds with each other over a certain rule. Find the time to talk it through, sending clear messages to your teen as to what the limit, ie rule, is
· Let your teen have a say. Often, we are too quick on setting the rules. If you give your teenager the opportunity to help with what the rules are they are more likely to comply with them. You may have to compromise on a few things. That is ok, because after a time period if the rule is not working, it can be changed. 

· Be consistent. If the rule is no tv until after they finish their homework, then it needs to be that way every school day. We are not always in the mood to enforce the limits, that is part of what makes parenting so hard. Once your teen understands that the limit will be enforced even when you are tired, they will stop testing that limit. 

· Be Fair. On the flip side of the last point, don't add to the rule just because you are tired. If something has come up that makes you feel that the rule needs to be changed or added to, wait until you have thought it through and been able to communicate it to your teen. 

· Don't forget your values. These are the things that make us the people we are, so don't be afraid to communicate them to your teen when setting the limits. Never be taken in by what other parents let their kids do. My standard reply to that is: 'Yes, well, to each his own.' Or you can say one of my longer replies, 'I'm sorry that it bothers you, but these are our rules, yours and mine. This is our family, yours and mine.' When they come back at you with, 'Well, I wish I wasn't part of this family then!' Take a deep breath and let it go. That is a very normal teenage reaction to limits. It's their job to test them, and push your buttons to do that testing. 


Thank you to DJ Masters for contributing these great tips!










You can still order a shirt with the Special Education Logo designed by our very own Janean Friedman.

If you would like to order a shirt, please email the information to kkorte1@kahoks.org. 

Polos:

 The Polos come in various colors.  They are available in long or short sleeve.  Also they can be ordered in men’s or woman’s sizes.  

Short sleeve: $21.00

Long sleeve: $22.00  

Henleys:

The Henleys only come in red, white, royal, navy and ash. 

Short sleeve: $ 19.50

Long sleeve: $21.00

Denim:

Long sleeve: $21.00

Jackets:

¼ zip Pullover Jacket    $29.00

Full Zip Jacket               $43.00
Bags:

If you would like a bag with our logo on it, let me know what size and type.  The prices vary. 
Sew Only:

If you have something that you would like the Special Education Logo embroidered on, the cost is $9.00.  You need to bring this to Kristin at the Special Education Office with your name attached to it and your payment. 

For XXL please add $2.00 to the price

How to Order: Contact Kristin at kkorte1@kahoks.org
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     What do “curb cuts” (those dips in the curb for wheelchair access) and curriculum have in common?  More than you would think!  As curb cuts give people who are physically challenged equal access to buildings, new ways of designing curriculum gives students equal access to learning.  The range of academic diversity has increased tremendously in recent years, and “universal design,” (UD) offers a potential solution to the range of diversity found in today’s classrooms. 


    


    In a typical class of 30 seventh graders, 5-7 students will be reading below grade level, 3-5 students will have Learning Disabilities, 1 or 2 may have hearing or vision impairments, and at least 1-2 students will have a primary language other than English.  Our current method of accommodating or modifying curriculum requires that these students be identified and then proper support services provided.  Universal design principles make the suggestion that instructional materials can be designed which provide adjustable design controls (similar to an adjustable volume control slider which can be adjusted from low to high), making the accommodations immediately accessible to any student who needs it.





     UD control panels (like the one in Windows which provides an adapted keyboard) could be included in instructional software which would enable the teacher to adjust the level of difficulty.  If text at a lower reading level is needed, the “control panel” in the software can be adjusted accordingly.  There are websites currently having this capability, such as Windows on the Universe (� HYPERLINK "http://www.windows.ucar.edu/" �www.windows.ucar.edu�).  Click on one of the links on the website, such as “Our Planet,” and you will see at the top of the page that you can adjust the reading difficulty from beginner to intermediate to advanced!





     Some students may need text-to-speech support so they can hear and understand information they can’t read independently.  The CAST eReader (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cast.org/udl/index.dfm?i=211" �www.cast.org/udl/index.dfm?i=211�) is an example of a web browser with built-in reading and note-taking support.  Rather than being available to only a few students, this tool suggests that most students in a classroom would benefit.





                                                              Tina















































Collinsville Middle School-Case Manager-Jana Wohlrab





We've had a great start to the 2004�05 school year at Collinsville Middle School.  Our new school name is the Trailblazers, with our school colors being burgundy and grey.  





There is continuous work being done on the inside and outside of the building, with lots of recent landscaping happening.  We now have trees, flowers, grass and shrubs adding to the environment of an already beautiful new building.  





We have approximately 155 students receiving support services through our department, with placements ranging from self�contained to inclusion.  Annual reviews have already started and will continue to take place every Thursday until April.  The staff at CMS is looking forward to meeting with you this year.





                   -Jana
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Sparktop


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sparktop.org/intro.html" ��http://www.sparktop.org/intro.html�


This website is for students that learn differently.  Kids can create awesome stuff, play games and connect to other students.  It was developed with the help of the Schwab Learning team.  





Saxon   Math Online Activities 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/education/default.asp?ID=VCTLewisClark" ��http://www.saxonhomeschool.com/activities/index.jsp;jsessionid=C647A714B9192ECA114A4AC4D28C0369�


There are quite a few online activities that your students can participate on through this website. They can complete phonics, math and internet excursions. 





Virtual Frog Dissection


� HYPERLINK "http://george.lbl.gov/ITG.hm.pg.docs/dissect/info.html" ��http://george.lbl.gov/ITG.hm.pg.docs/dissect/info.html�


Are your students interested in frog dissection?  This site has many different activities and information for students and teachers. 














Welcome to our new Special Ed Staff





Gerald Finch- Webster


Vonda Stephanson-CIS


Stephanie Hanusek-CIS


Tricia Thouvenot-


Keith Moran-CHS


James Pipkin-CHS


Bryan Young-CHS


Terri Cary-CHS


Maria Cavazas-CHS


Leslie Rymer-CHS


Donna Masters-CIS


Brandy Hamann-Adaptive PE


Heather Maxim-OT






































Thursday, November 18, 2004


8:30AM REGISTRATION


9:00am – 3:00pm


Collinsville Unit 10-Annex Building


123 West Clay Street


Collinsville, Il. 62234


618.34.6.6240





Reserved for So. Il. Infinitec AT Coalition agencies:


Bethalto #8, Cahokia Area Jt. Agmt., Collinsville #10, Franklin-Jefferson County, JAMP, Madison-Region I, Perandoe Special Ed District


Who Should Attend?


This session is designed for educators, SLPs, OTs, PTs, AT Specialists,  Social Workers, assistants, administrators & parents 


What Is It?


Technology has created ways and means for person with learning disabilities to become more successful in educational and work environments.  Ranging from computers to beepers and calculators, technology has provided the “reasonable accommodations” that enable the persons with LD to compete.  Many of these applications are assisting students find success within the general curriculum.  A variety of programs will be demonstrated and shown how students are utilizing them within the general curriculum.  The session will explore software programs that assist individuals with organizing, scheduling, reading, writing and math.  






































Reading Thru Technology


Facilitated by: Bob Keller, Educator and Assistive Technology Consultant






































�The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.. 


-Aristotle 
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Special Education Newsletter





Collinsville High School- Case Manager-Kathy Ritchie





The 2004-2005 school year is under way and there are many changes at Collinsville High School.  The new cafeteria and Fine Arts building is open.  





In addition to the new building, CHS is participating in a new instructional co-teaching program.  Co-teaching is taking place in Keyboarding, Microsoft Applications, English 1, Pre-Algebra and Concept of Chemistry and Physics. 





The teachers currently participating in co-teaching are Mrs. Dean, Ms. Detering, Mr. Richert, Mr. Pipkin, Mrs. Tate, Mrs. Ponce, Mrs. Cozza, Mrs. Davis, Ms. Teren and Ms. Lentz.  The staff and students are working to make this experience a successful one. 





                    -Kathi





Websites for October
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Elementary Schools-Case Manager-Kristin Korte



































Collinsville Intermediate School CIS–Case Manager-DJ Masters





















































I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back!  I hope you all have had a wonderful summer break.  My name is Donna (Deej) Masters.  I am very excited to be In Collinsville. I bring with me over 25 years of combined experiences in the area of Special Education and program administration.





We will hold our IEP Annual Reviews and Re-Evaluation meetings on Thursdays.  We have a brand new Special Education office area that houses our related service personnel offices and a brand new conference room.  This office area is located across from the main office in room #129.  





I want to thank this opportunity to thank the Intermediate Special Education staff for all their time and hard work in helping to insure that out students had the necessary materials, supplies and services in place at the start of the year.  The CIS Special Education staff are a cut above!  Thank you for all your hard work and dedication.


                            -DJ








Tuesday, October 26, 2004


3:00PM REGISTRATION


3:30pm – 5:30pm


Renfro School


Renfro Computer Lab


311 Camelot


Collinsville, IL  62234


618-346-6265


Renfro is located behind Collinsville Intermediate School (formally North Jr. High)





Reserved for So. Il. Infinitec AT Coalition agencies:


Bethalto #8, Cahokia Area Jt. Agmt., Collinsville #10, Franklin-Jefferson County, JAMP, Madison-Region I, Perandoe Special Ed District


Who Should Attend? 


General Education Teachers, Special Education Teachers, staff from, Instructional Technology, Staff Development, Related Service Staff, and Administration.


What Is It?


Start-to-Finish Books are a collaborative design by experts in the fields of reading, language, learning disabilities and educational technology.  It was developed using proven principles of reading research. 
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Upcoming Events


Don Johnson Workshop-Renfro  10/26 3:30-5:30


November 10 LD Curriculum Meeting


November 23 BD Meeting
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Welcome back to school!  I can’t believe the first quarter is almost over.  Annual reviews are on the way.  This year, as you know, we have scheduled your IEP Annual Review and Re-eval meetings.  Everyone should have a copy of the schedule.  Your building principals, psychologist and social workers also have a copy of the schedule.  Remember that if you have a re-eval due, the re-eval packet must be sent to the psychologist with plenty of time for them to test.  Let’s shoot for 4-6 weeks before the meeting to have the re-eval packet to the psychologist.





There have been questions about what to have at the meeting.  Each teacher should come to the annual review with at least 2 proposed copies of the IEP.  We will make changes to the IEP as the meeting develops.  You also must have 2 copies of the evaluated goals.  One copy is for me and one will be for the parents.  The last bit of paperwork you must have is documentation of 3 attempts to contact the parent.  There is a form for this in your Special Ed. Procedures manual.





There are also 2 substitutes that will be in your building.  One is for you and one is for the regular education teacher.  The regular education teacher must be at the meeting.  


I am looking forward to a wonderful year.  


       -Kristin

















Outcomes:


Participants will be able to:





•Identify 3 aspects of considerate text.


•Measure student’s comprehension using built in tools.


•Identify Start To Finish materials used for differentiated instruction








How do I sign up for this FREE Workshop?


Fax this form to:


Jennifer Trunk, UCP/Infinitec


7550 W. 183rd St. 


Tinley Park, IL 60477


FAX: 708-444-4204


Phone: 708-444-4203 x20





south Keller 10-26-04
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Age-level(s) served: 	early intervention   	elementary   	secondary   	adult
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Spotlight on Schools








Outcomes


Participants will :


• learn to identify the student’s environments, needs, & tasks and match the features of technology to meet those needs.


• be able to identify technology available to assist individuals with dyslexia.


• be able to identify technology available to assist individuals with dysgraphia.





How do I sign up?


Fee is $5. for Coalition Member. $165 for non-member. Please send this completed form & check payable to UCP.   Mail to:


Peggy Childs, UCP/Infinitec


160 N. Wacker Drive


Chicago, IL 60606


FAX: 312/368-0018


Phone: 312/368-0380,


ext.245  Debra or ext. 228 Peggy





This program qualifies for CPDUs through ISBE and


CEs for SLPs, PTs, OTs and SW through IDPR





				S Marfilius 11-18
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Outcomes


Participants will :


• learn strategies for incorporating AAC into the classroom.


• learn strategies on how to increase the natural use of communication devices


• learn strategies on identifying social partners to facilitate communication, and improving literacy opportunities for non-speaking students





How do I sign up?


Fee is $5. for Coalition Member. $165 for non-member. Please send this completed form & check payable to UCP.   Mail to:


Peggy Childs, UCP/Infinitec


160 N. Wacker Drive


Chicago, IL 60606


FAX: 312/368-0018


Phone: 312/368-0380,


ext.245  Debra or ext. 228 Peggy





This program qualifies for CPDUs through ISBE and


CEs for SLPs, PTs, OTs and SW through IDPR





				S Walser 3-3





We’re on the Web!


http://www.kahoks.org/CUSD/Special_Education/index.htm





Look Whose Talking Now


Facilitated by: Paula Walser, Assistive Technology Consultant and Trainer











Spotlight on Classrooms



































Thursday, March 3, 2005


8:30AM REGISTRATION


9:00am – 3:00pm


Collinsville Unit 10-Annex Building


123 West Clay Street


Collinsville, Il. 62234


618.34.6.6240





Reserved for So. Il. Infinitec AT Coalition agencies:


Bethalto #8, Cahokia Area Jt. Agmt., Collinsville #10, Franklin-Jefferson County, JAMP, Madison-Region I, Perandoe Special Ed District





Who Should Attend?


This session is designed for educators, SLPs, OTs, PTs, AT Specialists,  Social Workers, assistants, administrators & parents 





What Is It?


This workshop will focus on increasing functional use of


augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) within the classroom.  Research has demonstrated that AAC users  rarely use their displays and or devices, are typically respondents and not initiators and are able to communicate using only a limited range of functions.  This workshop will focus on increasing natural use of communication devices, identifying social partners to facilitate communication, and improving literacy opportunities for non-speaking students.




































































Planting the Seeds for Reading





    Learning Disabilities & AT: A Potpourri of Possibilities


Facilitated by: Scott Marfilius - Assistive Technology Trainer/Consultant


















































