ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENTS

Orthopedic impairment means a severe orthopedic impairment that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  The term includes impairments caused by congenital anomaly (e.g., club foot, absence of some member), impairments caused by disease (e.g., poliomyelitis, bone tuberculosis), and impairments from other causes (e.g., cerebral palsy, amputations, and fractures or burns that cause contractures).

Other impairments that can be considered for orthopedic impairment include those caused by muscular or neuromuscular disabilities which significantly limit the ability to move about, sit, or manipulate objects (e.g., muscular dystrophy, spina bifida, spinal cord injury, etc.) or skeletal deformities or abnormalities which affect ambulation, posture and body use (e.g., osteogenesis imperfecta).

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

Hearing and Vision
Hearing Screening or Audiological Assessment

Vision Screening



Orthopedic impairment
Medical



Intellectual functioning


Psychological

Educational performance


Educational (including teacher narratives, classroom observation and grades)

Speech/Language



Effect on educational performance
Physical therapy

Occupational therapy

Physical disabilities



Developmental history

Educationally relevant medical findings


Social Developmental Study 

1. Can a student be labeled OHI and OI?

Yes, if there is a significant educational impact caused by both conditions.

2. Does a student with an OI label automatically receive physical and occupational therapy services?

No.  Students with an OI label qualify for PT and OT services in the same way as any student receiving special education services.  The students must go through the referral and evaluation process and it is the responsibility of the IEP team to consider whether these services are needed to address the student’s needs.

3. Can a student have an orthopedic impairment and not be found eligible for services under IDEA?

Yes.  For a student to be found eligible for services as an orthopedically impaired student, there has to be educational impact.  There are students with orthopedic impairments who do not require special education services.

4. Should there be a significant discrepancy between ability and achievement in order to look at educational impact?

No.  The impact of the physical disability may not be reflected on standardized testing.  In some cases, the student will be impacted in the area of fine motor skills, production of classwork, or in organizational skills.  The MDC needs to refer to all data, particularly the physical disabilities assessment and the teacher narratives, to obtain data relevant to the educational impact of the disability.

