OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRED

Other Health Impairment means having limited strength, vitality or alertness, including a heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational environment, that is due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, and sickle cell anemia; and which adversely affects a child’s academic performance. Current medical documentation of the problem is required.

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

	Hearing and Vision
	Hearing Screening or Audiological Assessment

Vision Screening



	Health impairment
	Medical



	Intellectual functioning


	Psychological

	Educational performance


	Educational/Developmental (including teacher narratives, classroom observation and grades)

Speech/Language



	Effect on educational performance
	Physical disabilities

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Behavioral assessment



	Developmental history


	Social Developmental Study 


An adverse impact on educational performance is manifested by the following:

1. Documentation that the child’s health problems have resulted in a severe discrepancy between age and ability expectations as reflected by standardized tests, classroom performance and/or:

2. Evidence that the health problems have so affected strength, vitality, or alertness that they have resulted in, or can be expected to result in, protracted periods of school absences or inability to participate fully in a regular school day.
3. Evidence that in addition to the above, significant accommodations in general education have been made which have not been sufficient for the student to benefit educationally.
A student may not be identified as other health impaired if the adverse educational performance can be primarily attributed to a specific learning disability, an emotional disability, mental impairment, vision, hearing or motor disability, or cultural or economic disadvantage.

1. Can a student be labeled OHI and OI? OHI and LD?

Yes, if there is significant educational impact caused by both conditions (i.e., asthma and cerebral palsy, learning disability and seizure disorder).

2. Does a student labeled OHI automatically receive PT and OT services?

No.  Students with an OHI label qualify for PT and OT services in the same way as any student receiving special education services.  The students must go through the referral and evaluation process and it is the responsibility of the IEP team to consider whether these services are needed to address the student’s needs.

3. Are students with ADD or ADHD automatically considered eligible for services as students with OHI?

Not automatically.  Students with these disabilities can be considered for eligibility under the OHI label.  When determining whether a student with ADD or ADHD qualifies for services, the nature of the attentional deficit and it impact on education must be considered.  It is important to review the modifications to the general education environment that have been made.  In addition, for a student with ADD or ADHD to be considered eligible as OHI, there must be current medical documentation of the attention deficit.

4. Are children who are neurologically impaired automatically considered eligible as OHI?

No.  It depends on the nature of the disability and how it manifests itself educationally.

5. Does a student being considered for OHI eligibility require a physical disabilities assessment prior to eligibility?

The PD assessment is optional but should be considered.  The PD assessment looks at educational impact in the areas of fine and gross motor skills, organization and study skills, as well as the child’s ability to function in physical education classes.  Additionally, the PD assessment considers the impact of th health impairment on strength, vitality, or alertness.  For the large majority of students with ADD or ADHD, a PD assessment is not needed.

6. Does there have to be a significant discrepancy between ability and achievement to determine educational impact under OHI?

No.  The impact of the health impairment may not be reflected on standardized testing.  In some cases, the student will be impacted in the area of fine motor skills, production of classwork, or in organizational skills.  The MDC committee needs to refer to all data, including the physical disabilities assessment and the teacher narratives to obtain data relevant to the educational impact.

