TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

Traumatic brain injury means an injury to the brain caused by an external physical force resulting in total or partial functioning disability or psychosocial maladjustment that adversely affects educational performance.  The term includes open or closed head injuries resulting in mild, moderate, or severe impairments in one or more areas, including cognition, language, memory, attention, reasoning, abstract thinking, judgment, problem-solving, sensory, perceptual and motor abilities, psychosocial behavior, physical functions, information processing, and speech.  The term does not include brain disorders that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries induced by birth trauma.

Basic Areas to be assessed


 Assessments to be considered

Description of brain injury, including cause


Medical

Sensory abilities
Hearing/Vision Screening



Cognition, memory, perception, abstract thinking, judgment, attention, problem solving, reasoning, psychosocial behavior, etc.


Psychological

Educational performance


Educational/Developmental (including teacher narratives, classroom observation and grades)



Behavioral functioning
Behavioral



Motor, physical, functional abilities


Physical/Occupational therapy

Language, information processing, speech
Speech/Language



Developmental/medical history


Social Developmental



1. Are students with brain tumors eligible for TBI?

No.  A brain tumor is considered a health impairment.

2. Are students with severe brain damage eligible for TBI?

A traumatic brain injury must be caused by an external physical force.  If an external force, such as a gunshot wound to the head, caused the brain damage, then the student could be considered for TBI.

3. How current does the brain injury have to be in order to be considered for TBI?

An injury that occurs any time after the period immediately following birth can be considered for TBI if the injury meets the requirement of the definition.

4. Does there have to be academic underachievement to be considered for TBI?

No, but the injury must result in an adverse effect on educational performance.

5. Does the injury have to be permanent?

No, there are degrees of recovery from a traumatic brain injury.

