AUTISM

Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  Other characteristics often associated with autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences.  The term does not apply if a child’s educational performance is adversely affected primarily because the child has an emotional disability.  

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

	1. Hearing
	1. Hearing Screening or Audiological Assessment

	2. Cognitive level of functioning


	2. Psychological



	3. Behavioral Observations

Social interaction

Repetitive activities and stereotyped movements

Resistance to change in environment or routine

Unusual responses to sensory experience

Age when concerns became evident


	3. Psychological

Educational

Sociocultural

Observation 

	4. Verbal/nonverbal communication
	4. Speech/Language 



	5. Adaptive Behavior

Developmental History
	5. Sociocultural

	6. Educational Performance
	6. Educational/Achievement (including teacher narratives)



	7. Observation
	7. Classroom observation




Determining Eligibility:

In determining the student’s eligibility for services, the IEP team shall:

· Rely primarily on the results of the Case Study Evaluation;

· Carefully review and consider all assessment data;

· Consider the strengths and weaknesses of the student;

· Determine if the child exhibits one or more of the exceptional characteristics listed in Section 226.552 of the State Regulations, which adversely affects the child’s educational performance.  Without an adverse affect on educational performance caused by the exceptional characteristic, the child cannot be eligible for special education and related services.

· Determine if the child requires special education and related services.

Although it is not required that DSM-IV criteria be met in order to determine that a student is a student with autism, the following pages include this criteria as additional, helpful information.

DSM-IV Criteria for Autism

A. A total of six (or more) items from (1), (2), and (3), with at least two from (1) and one each from (2) and (3).

1. Qualitative impairment in social interaction, as manifested by at least two of the following:

(a) Marked impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors such as eye gaze, facial expression, body postures, and gestures to relate social interaction.

(b) Failure to develop peer relationships appropriate to developmental level.

(c) A lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoyment, interests, or achievements with other people (e.g., by a lack of showing, bringing, or pointing out objects of interest).

(d) A lack of social or emotional reciprocity.

2. Qualitative impairments in communication as manifested by at least two of the following:

(a) Delay in, or total lack of, the development of spoken language (not accompanied by an attempt to compensate through alternative modes of communication such as gesture or mime).

(b) In individuals with adequate speech, marked impairment in the ability to initiate or sustain a conversation with others.

(c) Stereotyped and repetitive use of language or idiosyncratic language.

(d) Lack of varied, spontaneous make-believe play or social imitative play appropriate to developmental level.

3. Restricted repetitive and stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, or activities, as manifested by at least one of the following:

(a) Encompassing preoccupation with one or more stereotyped and restricted patterns of interest that is abnormal either in intensity or focus.

(b) Apparently inflexible adherence to specific, nonfunctional routines or rituals.

(c) Stereotyped and repetitive motor mannerisms (e.g., hand or finger flapping or twisting, or complex, whole-body movements).

(d) Persistent preoccupation with parts of objects.

B. Delays or abnormal functioning in at least one of the following areas, with onset prior to age three years: 

1. Social interaction

2. Language as used in social communication

3. Symbolic or imaginative play

C.  The disturbance is not better accounted for by Rett’s Disorder or Childhood Disintegrative Disorder.

Children may meet the criteria for autism with an average or above average IQ.  Autism is a disorder that affects brain function, however, the problems associated with autism are not specifically related to intellectual ability.  While a medical diagnosis of autism or Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD) may provide supportive data in making an eligibility decision, if there is no medical determination of autism, there must be sufficient data in the evaluation to support the determination.  This should include observations and reports from school personnel.

DSM-IV Criteria for Asperger’s Disorder

A. Qualitative impairment in social interaction, as manifested by at least two of the following:

1) Marked impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors such as eye gaze, facial expression, body postures, and gestures to relate social interaction.

2) Failure to develop peer relationships appropriate to developmental level.

3) A lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoyment, interests, or achievements with other people (e.g., by a lack of showing, bringing, or pointing out objects of interest).

4) Lack of social or emotional reciprocity.

B. Restricted repetitive and stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, or activities, as manifested by at least one of the following:

1) Encompassing preoccupation with one or more stereotyped and restricted patterns of interest that is abnormal either in intensity or focus.

2) Apparently inflexible adherence to specific, nonfunctional routines or rituals.

3) Stereotyped and repetitive motor mannerisms (e.g., hand or finger flapping or twisting, or complex, whole-body movements).

4) Persistent preoccupation with parts of objects.

C. The disturbance causes clinically significant impairment in social, occupational, or other important areas of functioning.

D. There is no clinically significant general delay in language (e.g., single words used by age 2 years, communicative phrases by age 3 years)

E. There is no clinically significant delay in cognitive development or in the development of age-appropriate self-help skills, adaptive behavior (other than in social interaction), and curiosity about the environment in childhood.

F. Criteria are not met for another specific Pervasive Developmental Disorder or Schizophrenia.

