BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED

An impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  The term includes both partial sight and blindness.

Basic Areas to be assessed


  Assessments to be considered

Vision
Medical specialist documentation



Hearing


Hearing screening or Audiological report

Educational performance
Educational, including teacher narratives, student observation, and grades

Functional vision


Functional vision

Other areas as appropriate
Psychological

Social Developmental Study

Mobility/Orientation



Students who have vision impairments are those students whose vision, after best correction, adversely affects educational performance.  They include:

· Students with visual acuity of 20/70 or less in the better eye with best correction

· Students having a severely restricted field of vision

· Students with visual, NOT visual/perceptual difficulties, for whom significant modifications in their educational program have not been sufficient.

· Students who have a degenerative eye condition that is not 20/70 or less in the better eye if there is an educationally significant impact as determined by a functional vision assessment.

